











No. 2. 


OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE MISSIONA* 
RIES. 


(Continued from vol. 6, page 820.) 


Many interesting facts contained in the sub- 
sequent part of this journal, have been already 
published in our last volume, from the private 
journal of Mr. and Mrs. Ruggles. (See p. 770, 
785) But our readers of that volume will par- 
don the seeming repetition of some things, and 
a few explanatory remarks which we may oc- 
casionally make for the information of several 
hundred new subscribers, some of whom, we 
presume, have not had the privilege of perus- 
ing the whole of this interesting Narrative. 


Sabbath, June 25, 1820. How amia- 
jle are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
hosts. I was glad when they said unto 
me, let us go into the house of the Lord. 
This expression of the Psalmist’s at- 
tachment to the public worship of God, 
furnished the theme of the discourse to- 
day. 

On every Sabbath since our arrival, 
we have had some of our friends from 
America to join with us in public wor- 
ship. 

26. Made the door and window 
frames of our new house, which is to be 
thatched to-morrow. ‘The work pro- 
ceeds slowly. 

27. Our friend Capt. Starbuck call- 
ed again, and cheerfully, unasked, added 
ten dollars to his former subscription for 
the Orphan School Fund,* making his 
donation to that object amount to thirty- 
five dollars. ‘The whole subscription 
for the school fund, amounts to three hun- 
dred and thirty-four dollars: all subscrib- 
ed by foreigners who reside here, or have 
recently visited this place. We have 
now the happiness to see the names of 
most of the white residents enrolled upon 
the subscription paper, which we regard 
as our treaty of peace with foreigners. 





* A Society has been formed, since the arriv- 
al of the missionaries, for the education of or- 
pban children. Ep. 














this morning ; and while she has continu- 
ed beating about in the bay, during the 
whole day, our hearts have been warmed 
with the expectation of seeing our brethren 
Whitney and Ruggles, from whom we 
have heard nothing since they left us. 
But the schooner was not able to come 
in to night. 


Reception of George by his Father. 


George is son of Tamoree, king of Atooi, 
one of the leeward islands. He has been in 
this country a number of years; has received 
a good education at the Foreign Mission 
Sckool at Cornwall, in this state ; and has now 
returned to his native land, and to bis anxious 
parents, with strong attachments to the mis- 
sionaries and his friends inthis country. Dur- 
ing his stay at Owhyhee he selected a wife, 
and on his arrival at Atooi was vested with 
authority, and made second in command en 
the island. At the earnest request of Gedrge, 
Messrs. Whitney and Ruggles accompanied 
him to bis parents, wuo received their long 
lost son with the tenderest affection. Some 
account of his reception and their visit is now 
given. 


28. This day has been made joyfui 
to us by the arrival of brothers W. and 
R. from Atooi, after an absence of eight 
weeks. Like Caleb and Joshua, they 
bring a favourable report of the good 
land. It was pleasant to unite our voices 
in Newton’s “ meeting of Christian 
friends,” and then kneel down togeth- 
er, and give thanks to God, for his 
smiles on their enterprise, and for their 
safe and seasenable return. They were 
received with marked attention by the 
chiefs and people of Atooi. The king, 
Tamoree, received his long absent son 
with the greatest tenderness and affec- 
tion. When the Thaddeus had anchor- 
ed in the harbor, and the intelligence 
was communicated to the king, that his 
son had arrived, Capt. Blanchard gave 
a royal salute of twenty-one guns, which 
was returned by the same number from 
the fort. The brethren then accom- 
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panied George to his father. As soon 
as he entered the door, the king rose 
from his sofa, and affectionately clasped 
his son in his arms, saluted him af- 
ter the manner of the country, and wept 
in silence. Both were unable to speak 
for several minutes. Others could not 
suppress theirtears. ‘The king at length 
observed,that the arrival of Hoomehoome 
(which is the real name of George, ) made 
his heart so joyful, thai he could not talk 
much that day. George then introduced 
the brethren to his father, as his friends, 
who had come from America to accom- 
pany him home. The king embraced 
them with tears of affection, calling them 
his * hicanee,” (friends.) When he 
was made acquainted more fully with 
the kindness of the good people of Amer- 
ica, in teaching George, and providing 
for his wants, and for his return,— and 
sending men and women to teach the 

ople of these islands to work and 
read, and make them acquainted with 
the true religion, he exclaimed, “ Nooe, 
nooe, mite ;” and with tears of gratitude, 
“ Nove roah aloha America.” {itis very 
good,—-very great love to America. ] 
His wife joined with him in these gene- 
ral expressions of interest and approba- 
tion. He engaged to be a father to us, 
as the good people of America had been 
to his much loved Hoomehnome. 

During the stay of Messrs. W. and R. 
the king shewed a great desire to acquire 
useful knowledge; was highly pleased 
with the Bible presented to him by the 
American Bible Society, and anxious to 
know its contents. Ue often requested 
the brethren to read and explain it to 
him; particularly the account of the cre- 
ation of the world, and tne history of the 
Saviour; a service which they cheerful- 
ly attempted to perform. le once said 
to them in broken English, “ Hoome- 
hoome tell me you love me and my peo- 

le, aud wish to do us good all your days. 

love him very much, more than I do 
my other children,” (of whom he has a 
daughter older and a son younger:) “I 
thought he was dead. I cry mapy times 
because I think he was dead. Some 
captains tell me, he live in America. I 
say no; he dead: he no more come back. 
But he live—he come again—my heart 
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very glad. I want my son to help me. 
He speak English very well, and can do 
my business. But he is young. Young 
men sometimes wild, and want advice. 
I want you stay lfere, and help Hoome- 
hoome; and when vessels come here, 
you and Hoomehoome go on board and 
trade; sol make youachief.” He was 
surprised to hear Mr. Ruggles say, that 
he did not wishto beachief; neither could 
he do any of the king’s public business : 
while he assured the king that he was 
willing to advise and assist his son, so 
far as could be done consistently with 
the nature and general objects of the 
mission. 

To Capt. Blanchard the king said, 
“ You are a good man—I love you much. 
All the captains say, they will bring my 
son :—but they no bring him. But you 
bring him ; I will give you any thing \ ou 
ask, if | can get it for you.” He indeed 
gave forty or fifty large hogs, taro, sweet 
potatoes, yams, and sugar cane, as were 
wanted; promising to give another sup- 
ply of such provisions, when Capt. B. 
should return from the coast, together 
with a present of sandal wood worth 
probably one thousand dollars in Can- 
ton. 

To Hoomehoome, on the first day of 
his arrival, he gave two large chests of 
comes on the second, the fort; on 
the third, the rich and fertile valley ot 
Wymai, in which he lives ; and he has 
committed to him, as second in com- 
mand, the principal concerns of tlre isl- 
and ;—telling the chiefs, that they must 
henceforth consider Hoomehoome as 
their master; charging him at the same 
time, to make it his care to acquire their 
confidence, and make them happy. 

Hoomehoome is much elated with his 
promotion; keeps an American table 
separate from his father; and is conside- 
red by his countrymen as almost a 
“ Houra” (white man.) His father says, 
George is “ akoome,” to play so weil on 
the bass viol: (i.e. he must knew a great 
deal, in order to play so skilfully.) —— 
Hoomehoome appears to be friendly 
to us, and wishes to have some of us set- 
tle there and to have other missionaries 
come out from America by the earliest 
opportunity. 
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Desire of Tamorce to receive Mission- 
aries. 

The king offers to furnish houses and 
land sufficient for the whole mission fa- 
mily, if we will settle there; and to 
build school-houses and a church at his 
own expense; and have his people learn 
to keep the Sabbath, and sing, and 
pray to the God of America. The at- 
tachment of the king and the queen to 
the brethren became strong. From a mis- 
taken appreheusion, that they had de- 
termined to go to Woahoo, and not re- 
turn, both speut a sleepless nigh, and 
were nich affected the nextday. When 
the brethren called, the king said to them 
with tender interest, “ Why you no stay 
here? We like you very much :—my 
people all like you. We want mission- 
aries here as well as the other Islands.” 
Being informed, that we intended to sup- 
ply them with teachers as soon as pos- 
sible, they seemed satisfied, and became 
cheerful again. Such is their desire to 
learn to read, that they were willing to 
Spend years in acquiring that art; and 
though their fondness for bathing and 
sleeping, comes in competition with the 
desire to learn, the brethren have been 
often amused to see them standing in the 
river, with their books in their hands, dil- 
igently repeating their lessons, b, |, a, 
bla, &e. 

Tamoree’s interpreter is an intelligent 
native considerably advanced in years ; 
—has been to the United States ; is at- 
tached to Americans; and disposed to 
use his influence in our favour. He 
speaks English tolerably well and will 
probably be a good interpreter for a 
preacher. He ounce dined in New-York 
with general Washington, who, learning 
that he was a native of the island where 
Capt. Cook was killed, gave him clothes, 
and showed him much kind attention. 
The condescension and generosity of 
Washington to this unlettered stranger, 
is worthy to be imitated by his success- 
ors, and thousands who revere his name. 


* Notices of the Island. 


The brethren explored a considerable 
part of the island, and found it fertile and 
well watered. They sometimes rode on 
horse back. Brother Ruggles, attended 
by fifieen natives, was once pursued a 
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considerable distance by three of the 
wild cattle, which are numerous in that 
island. Before he was overtaken, he 
reached the foot of a tree, which he had 
sought for refuge. ‘The natives, with 
one voice,gave a loud and frightful shout, 
and the pursuers fled. The next day the 
brethren, attended by one of the white 
men, and more than twenty natives, kill- 
ed a large wild cow, which afforded a 
good supply of beef and tallow. 

The inhabitants are generally poor, 
but ‘hospitable. Through indolence, 
much of the excellent soil of that island, 
as well as the others, is uncultivated. 
Though the people have abolished their 
idols they have. not abandoned their 
vices. Tothestranger, whoenters their 
habitations of ignorance and depravity, 
—as a token of respect, the husband of- 
fers his wife; the father his daughter : 
andthe brother his sister! When solemn- 
ly assured that there is a God in heaven, 
who forbids and, abhors such iniquity, 
they reply: “ Other white men tell us 
this is right; but you are strange whife 
men.”’ 

29. From the Atooi schooner, which 

anchored in the bay yesterday, and came 
into the harbour to-day, we received a 
present, principally from Tamoree and 
his wife, and Hoomehoome, consisting of 
about thirty mats, which are substituted 
for tloors, carpets, ceilings, &c. One 
hundred tapas, or pieces of domestic 
cloth, made from the bark of a tree, and 
containing from six to nine square yards 
each; oranges, cocoauuts, calabashes, 
spears, hogs, fans, fly-brushes. shells, 
pine-apples, d&c. The schooner is freight- 
ed with a royal present, similar in kind, 
from ‘Tamoree to Reho-reho. The king 
of Atooi acknowledges the king of Owhy- 
hee his superior, and every year sends 
his schooner with a present, which has 
hitherto been kindly reciprocated. ‘Tam- 
ahamaha, before bis death, mas: some 
demands, on ‘l'amoree tor sandal wooed ; 
and Reho-reho has sent for him to go up 
to Owhyhee. Still’ Tamoree governs 
Atooi and Oneehow. 

Mr. Whitney sent to Owhyhee. 

July 3. To-day we designated broth- 
er Whitney, as our representative to vis- 
it Owhyhee, and te comfort our brethrer 
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and sisters there by his presence and 
preyers, and by interesting intelligence 
an affectionate counsels; to consult them 
with regard to the expediency of taking 
a station at Atooi, before we can expect 
additional labourers from America; and 
to transact other important business. 


Reasons for setiling at Atoovi. 


Several reasons urge us to an early 
attention to the leeward islands; {that 
is, Atooi and Oneehow. | 

1. ‘Fhe Atovi schooner will return 
soon, and the king will expect not only 
a definite answer but the immediate 
presence of some of our number. 

2. The people have opened their 
arms wide to receive us, and give an 
honourable and pressing invitation, and 
the king has begun to build us houses ; 
and to prepare land for our ac comimoda- 
tion. 

3. Deference to the wishes of our 
patrons, particularly the benefactors of 


Hoometoome, and the importance of 


rendering him every possible aid, at this 
time, seems to require it. 

4. The fact that the inhabitants are 
now without any form of religion, and 
cannot long subsist without some form 
or other ; and more than all, 

5 They are ignorant of the laws of 
God, and petishing without the know- 
ledge of the way of salvation. Such is 
the weight of these considerations, that 
if imperious duties do not prevent, no 
sacrifices on our part ought to hinder us 
from immediately laying the foundation 
of Christian institutions, and commenc- 
ing the work of instruction im Atooi. 

“Sabbath, 2 2. ‘This morning at ten 
e’clock our litde congregation assem- 
bled as usual, an] attended to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, from Rom. xiii. 12. 
« The night is far spent; the day is at 
hand. Let us therefore put off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light :” a subject which admits of an 
easy application to ourselves, and those 
around us, in the present state of these 
islands. 

3S. Monday. This evening we have 
publicly observed the monthly eencert. 
The Treasurer's address to the Boston 
Foreign Mission Society, delivered Jan. 
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1819, was read. The meeting was in- 
teresting to ourselves, and we hope will 
be followed with a blessing. 

4. This day commemorates the birth 
of American Independence, which is 
generally celebratea here by American 
residents. Received a present from Mr. 
Alling this morning, that we might re- 
member the day. 

Happy would it be for our country. 
men, if they did not too often make the 
commemoration of their liberty the means 
of increasing their bondage to sin and 
their rejoicing in the blessings of peace 
the occasion of cherishing the spirit of 
war. We hope ever to remember with 
lively gratitude the abundant blessings 
bestowed on our country, and to rejoice 
in her happiness, and her ability to do 
good to the other nations of the earth. 

About 500 natives have been employ- 
ed to-day todraw up one of their schoon- 
ers upon dry land for the purpose of 
coppering her. After breaking their ca- 
ble repeatedly, they left her dismaniled 
and partly in the water, to renew the 
trial of their strength another day. 


Regard of Joseph Banks for the Mis- 


s20N. 


8. To-day Joseph Banks, captain of 
the schooner, which is now hauled up to 
be coppered, came to us, and said in 
English, “ I going to live with you now. 
Me want to ledrn to read.” He desires 
yery much to acquire the art of naviga- 
tion, so that he can “ take the sun,” as 
he says, “and sail out of sight of land 
and go to any part of the world.” He 
bas been to China, and is fully convin- 
ced of the superior intelligence of the 
whites. Before the death of Tama- 
hamaha, he was satisfied that the taboos 
were unreasonable, and that idol worship 
was vain; and that the priests were ig- 
norant men, and unworthy of confidence; 
as they could show no authority for their 
rites and instractions. He declared his 
opiniow to Krimakoo, and to some other 
chiefs, that to break Taboo would be 
*“miti.”?” He seems highly pleased with 


our design; and is desirous to avail him- 
self early of some of the advantages which 
it proposes. 


high. 


Our expectation of him is 
His influence in our favor, we be- 
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jieve, has been considerable. When any 
of the chiefs indulge the least apprehen- 
sion, that we have come to take the isl- 
ands, he is ready to interrogate them, in 
the language of good sense. ‘ Where 
are their guns? If they come to fight for 
the islands, what will they do with their 
women?” ‘The argument contained in 
these questions shows that female labour- 
ers may be useful, even in the newest 
uissiovary field. 


Dance of the natives. 


bis afternoon a multitude, probably 
composed of not less than 2000 peeple, 
was assembled to witness a dance, 
somewhat similar to that, which occupi 
ed the attention ef an equal number at 
Kireoak, while we were anxiously wait- 
ing the result of our-negoctation. Five 
young females, with wreaths of green 
leaves upon their heads, their necks, 
their shoulders and ancles, with a large 
tupa curiously adjusted around their 
walsts,—were the principal performers. 
Arranged ina line bekind them, and dec- 
orated ima similar manner, stood fourteen 
men, as musicians, each drumming on a 
large stick of wood, held in his left hand, 
with a smaller hejd in his right ;—sing- 
ing and beating the time with a heavy 
stamp of the foot. Both the men and the 
women, as they played and danced, sung 
in concert a variety of songs, with res- 
pect to the “ Jzoah” (the man that eats 
with women;) “Iweene,” the wile of 
Boka, the sister of the king, &c. &c. 
They were all admirably exact in the 
time, and continued the dancing with 
great exertion, and almost without cessa- 
tion, about twohours. Qne of the play- 
ers was aa old man, bred to this employ- 
iment frem his childhood. After the fe- 
males had finised their dance, at the 
request of the governor this old man 
showed his dexterity in dancing a round 
ortwo. When the ring, compesed of 
the crowd of spectators 10 er 15 in depth, 
sometimes becomes too small, the men 
and women in front are severely beaten 
with a heavy rod, to make them retire 
and enlarge the circle. This fact is wor- 
thy of notice, as it shows the disposition 
2fthe people: for they always take this 


Missionary Iutelligence. 








zi 


indiscriminate beating in good part, and 
generally with a laugh. 

Our desire was expressed to the gov- 
ernor, that the people might shortly learn 
better things, and employ their voices in 
nobler songs. He also expressed his 
desire, that we might learn their language 
more perfectly, and be able more early 
to teach him and the people what they 
ought to know. 

( Lo be continued. ) 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE, 
Selected from London Publications for April, 
received atthe offce of the Religious Intelli- 
gencer. 
Extract of a Letter from a Lady in 
America,to her Relations in England ; 
dated Phiiudelphia, June 1, 1820. 


1 have been lately truly gratified. We 
have had the meeting of the General 
Convention in our ‘city. There were 
nine bishops and 200 clergymen assem- 
bled: sermons preached morning and 
evening during their stay with us, some 
of whick .l was delighted with; but no 
one interested my feelings more thana 
Mr. Ravinscross; he had been a *Vir-. 
ginia slave holder, and a reputed hard 
master. His poor depressed slaves were 
in the habit of meeting at night in a dis- 
tant hut, for the purpose of worshipping 
God. He was informed of this, and at 
the same time, put on his guard, as it 
was conjectured their motives for meet- 
ing were diferent from what they held 
out, and that an insurrection might be the 
consequence. Under this impression, he 
determined to preveat their assembling 
in future; and chastised the promoters 
of the convocation, with positive orders, 
under the mest serious penalty, of their 
never collecting again under any pre- 
tence whatever. A short time after, he 
was told they had been seen going in a 
body into the hut. Much roused at their 
disobedience, and resolving that night 
to put a stop to their proceedings, he ap- 
proached the hut w th all the feelings of 
an offended master. When he reached 
the door, it was partly open. He look- 
ed iu: they were on their knees He 
listened. There was a venerable old man, 
who had been Jong in his service, pour- 
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ing out his soul in prayer to God. The 
first words which caught his ear were, 
** Merciful God, turn my poor Massa’s 
heart; make him merciful, that he may 
obtain mercy; make him good that he 
may inherit the kingdom of heaven.” 
He heard no more, but fainted. Upon 
coming to himself, he wept; went into 
the sacred hut, knelt by the side of his 
old slave, and prayed also. 

From that period, he became a true 
penitent, studied the scriptures, took 
orders, and-is now a shining light. A 
more exemplary character there lives 
not, or a more zealous preacher. It ts 
the word of God he scts before us. He 
is faithft:! to his Master. The true God 
he has chosen, and Him will he serve in 
spirit and in truth. 

I also heard a very impressive sermon 
from a clergyman who was in bis eighty- 
fourth year. It was on the conorts of 
a religious life, to which he could bear 
undeniable testimony. He had passed 
his life surrounded with all temporal! 
blessings, health, wealth, friends, &c. but 
it was only in serving his God that he 
was happy; and, to give force to the 
assertion, he laid his hand upon his aged 
breast, exclaiming, “ Hallalujah, to the 
God I love! Oh, my beloved people, 
make Him your God, your father, and 
your friend. Seek him while he may be 
found; and, when found, sing Hosanna ! 
Hosanna! before these dim eyes are 
closed, which ere long must be, for four- 
score years are past, yet let me behold 
each of you calling uuto Jesus ; and say- 
ing, Thou art my Saviour, in thee is my 
es thou art the way, the truth, and 

life. Then will your aged minister 
' down his head in peace, with the hope 
that nis people shall be exalted. 


CHINA. 


Letters, dated the 18th of October, 
have beep received from Canton, an- 


nouncing the death of the Emperor of 
China; and that the event bad been 
succeeded by a contest between two of 
his sons for the imperial diacem — Se- 
veral of the provinces are said to have 
been in a state of revoit in conse quence 
of the dispute for the 


succession. ‘Lo 
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add to the distraction of the Chinese 
empire from these causes, we learn that 
the cholera morbus, that fatal epidemic, 
had found its way thither from Bengal ; 
and was producing the most fatal rava- 
ges, the inhabitants dying by thousands. 
With every precaution, its effects had 
been severely felt, even among the crews 
of the British ships at Canton. 

Whether the death of the Emperor 
may, in its consequences, facilitate the 
progress of the Scriptures and missionary 
efforts in this vast empire, we know not ; 
but “ it is a consumation devoutly to be 
wished.” 


ZANTE. 


Account of the Ear Saas in Zante, fc. 
conununicated by the Rev. J , Lowndes. 


Ou Friday, Dec. 29th, at a quarter 
after four o’clock in the morning, a most 
severe shock of an earthquake was felt 
here, which threw down several houses, 
and did very material injury to many 
more. Seven individuals were killed. 
The injury done in the island Ras been 
stated at more than 3,000,000 dollars, 
and this is probably a very moderate 
estimation. 

The city afforded a lamentable spec- 
tacle when daylight appeared; heaps of 
ruins preseuting themselves in al.sost 
every direction. ‘The duration of the 
shock was very short, otherwise the de- 
siruction would have been much greater. 
Our house suffered very little. It is 29 
years since so severe an earthquake was 
feit in this island, though many slight 
ones are felt every year. 

In the afternoon of the same day, 
Dec. 29, we were alarmed at the unusual 
darkness of the sky, which was succeec- 
ed by a tremendous hail-storm. The 
stones were of a very irregular size and 
shape—on an average the size of a pi- 
peon’s egg; someas largeas a hen’s egg. 
At night, rain came on like a deluge, 
which carried away a few of those hous- 
es which the earthquake had left ina 
Shattered state. A man and a woman 
were found drowned in the morning. 

‘The hail storms came on during a pro- 
cession, when the image of St. Dyonisius 
was carried out; and, soon after, an 
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other earthquake was felt. The proces- 
sion has been arranged for the Monday 
following ; but, as this was the proper 
day for it, and the earthquake happening 
in the morning, it was considered as a 
mark of the divine dispjeasure for chang- 
ing the day, and the order for altering it 
was accordingly revoked. 

Every day since the first shock, small- 


er ones have been felt; but on the Oth of 


January, about a quarter before eight in 
ihe evening, the earth was much convuls- 
ed again for a loug time. No damage 
of importance was done, kor any person 
killed. Netice has since arrived from 
the Morea, which appears well authen- 
ticated, that Pyrgos, and the neighbour- 
ing villages, were almost entirely over- 
thrown by this second shock, and that 
many lives have been lost. 

This island is not at all settled yet; 
but appears almost constantly to tremble. 
* The Lorw reigneth.” J. L. 





STATE OF RELIGION. 


4 Narrative of the State of Religion 
within the bounds of the Generar As- 
sEMBLY Of the Mresbyterran Church ; 
and of the General Association of 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New- 
Hampshire, during the last year. 


The General Assembly have now un- 
der their care sixty-two Presbyteries ; 
fifty of which have sent up annual re- 
ports of thirteen hundred churches with- 
in their respective bounds. With the 
subjects of those reports our churches 
are already familiar. The interest, 
therefore, which these subjects will ex- 
cite,can be derived only from the charms 
which the Providence and the grace of 
God may from time to time throw around 
them. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the only be- 
sotten, the beloved and co-equal Son of 
God, has, in every age, had a church up- 
on earth. The existence of that church 
commenced with the promise that the 
“seed of the woman should bruise the 
serpent’s head.” It has since-subsisted 
amid the rage and persecution of sur- 
rounding enemies ; and in spite of the 


power and policy of hell, will subsist till . 


the end of time; when its visible and 
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militant state will be suceeeded by a tri- 
umphant state in glory. That Church 
has not indeed, in every age, been alike 
visible and prosperous. Sometimes it 
has been confined to a particular family, 
and at others to a particular nation. 
Sometimes it has been hid like a grain 
of mustard seed in the earth : and at oth- 
ers, it has been comparatively a great 
tree, under whese shadow immortal souls 
have found security and peace. But a- 
midst all the vicissitudes it has experien- 
ced, it has increased, and will increase 
uotil its borders shall be the borders of 
the earth; it has shone, and will shine 
ore and more unto the perfect day. 
‘These remarks are illustrated and veri- 
fed in tue reports which the Assembly 
have received for the past year; a sum- 
mary account of which they hereby trans 
mit to the churches under their care, 
We have much to lament, but more to 
present as subjects of congratulation and 
praise. 

The sources of lamentation to which 
some of the Presbyterial reports direct us, 
are errors in doctrine and morals ; neg- | 
lect of the duties of family and social” 
prayer; coldness and indifference on the 
part of professing christians; and the 
want of dabourers in the gospel vineyard. 

In some of our bounds, exertions are 
making with a zeal worthy of a better 
cause, to propagate a modification of in- 
fidelity, under the name of Unitarianism 
or Socinianism; and as there is an apti- 
tude of the human heart to entertain the 
grossest errors, we regard it as an impe- 
rious duty to warn our Congregations a- 
gainst every attention to bring to their 
notice such doctrines as deny the Lord 
who bought them. 

Immoral:ties in practice, have nato- 
rally, and in many places, flowed from 
error in doctrine. ‘The intemperate use 


‘of ardent ligquars, and the profanation of 


the Lord’s day,are particularly mention. 
ed as too prevalent among those whom 
the “ grace of God teaches, that denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, they 
should live soberly, righteously and god- 
ly.” 


Professing Christians have, in too ma- 


ny instances, manifested a lukewarmness, 


utterly inconsistent with their profession. 
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and the obligations they are under to Him 
who has loved them and given himself 
for them. Regardless of the awful im- 
precation “ Pour thy fury upon the fam- 
ilies that call not on thy name,” they 
have omitted to bend before the family 
altar, and offer their morning and eve- 
ning sacrifices; and as if they question- 
ed the justness of the requisition, “ For 
all these things I will be inquired of by 
the house of Israel to do it for them,” 
they have kept aloof from the meetings 
of social prayer, and neglected to pre- 
sent their united supplications for a bles- 
sing on themselves, and on the whole Is- 
rael of God. 

The complaints of several of the Pres- 
byteries, of the want of a sufficient num- 
ber of labourers in the gospel vineyard, 
have been truly affecting. Entire dis- 
tricts of country to the south and west, 
comprising a population of thousands of 
souls, are represented as destitute of min- 
istrations of the word from any denomi- 
nation of Christians. In one Presbyte- 
ry, in which there are twenty-eight regu- 
larly organized churches, eighteen are 
destitute of the regular administration of 
the word and ordinances; in another, 
consisting of nearly forty churches, there 
are only eleven ministers ; and in anoth- 
er, Out of twenty-eight, sixteen are va- 
cant. Their lamentation is “the har- 
vest is great, but the labourers are few ;” 
and their cry to their Christian brethren 
is “ come over and help us.” 

While on these accounts the Assem- 
bly have cause for jamentation. and call 
upon their churches to sympathise with, 
and pray for, those among whom the a- 
bove-mentioned evils exist; they also 
call upon tieir churches to unite with 
them in sentiments and expressions of 
gratitude and praise to God for his great, 
his unmerited, and his continued good- 
ness. We have probably never heard 
so much nor had so much to tell of the 
wonderful works of God amidst the 
churches under our care. And we have 
only to regret, that the limits of this nar- 
rative will not allow a detailed account 
of what has taken place in this portion of 
the heritage of God. 

Outward attention to the means of 
grace, has, with few exceptions, every 
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where increased. Many new congrega. 
tions have been organized, and new pla- 
ces of worship erected. Biblical and 
catechetical instructions have been gen- 
erally attended to. The children and 
youth, have been led to the fountain, and 
instructed in the first principles of the 
truth, as one of the best preventives a- 
gainst error and vice, in their more ad- 
vanced years. Baptised children have 
in many congregations been convened 
with the parents, who dedicated them to 
God, and been solemnly and affectionate- 
ly reminded of their obligations to be the 
Lord’s. The system of Sabbath school 
instruction has been pursued with great 
and increased success. ‘Thousands, who, 
but for these institutions, would have 
grown up in ignorance and vice been 
the griet of the church, and the curse of 
the community, are now taught their ob- 
ligations to God, and fitted to be useful 
members of society. Great zeal and 
regularity is generally manifested by the 
pupils in their attendance: several in- 
stances were mentioned of young persons 
who frequently walked ten miles on the 
Sabbath, for the purpose of attending 
school: and, in several instances, the 
blessing of God has attended this mode 
of instruction, to the hopeful conversion 
of the teachers and the taught. 

‘lhe monthly concert of prayer is gen- 
erally attended through the Presbyterian 
Church, and the other churches connec- 
ted with the General Assembly ; and it 
is found that this extensive union of 
prayer for the influence of the Holy 
Spirit upon the church of Christ, and 
the gospel of salvation, appears to be at- 
tended with the special blessing of God. 

Additions have been made during the 
last year, to the churches from which re- 
ports have been received, of seven thou- 
sand one hundred and eighty-six souls. 
‘To many of these the Lord manifested 
himself, not “in the great and strong 
wind, which rent the mountains, and 
brake in pieces the rocks,” but in “ the 
still small voice.” They were the fruits 
of the ordinary operations of the Spirit 
in the word which, though not called re- 
vivals, afford a gradual accession to the 
church, of such as we trust shall be sav- 
ed, and for which we owe to God our 
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gratitude. But the most of that number 
are the fruits of such numerous, extensive, 
aud blessed outpourings of the Spirit of 
Gcod during the past year, as the Assem- 
bly has never before had the opportuni- 
ty torecord. These have been experi- 
enced in the Presbyteries of Rochester, 
Ontatio, Cayuga, Onondaga, Otsego, 
Oneida, Troy, Albany, Columbia, Hud- 
son, New-York, Jersey, Newton, Phila- 
delphia, Grand River, Portage, Lexing- 
ton, and Lancaster, and in the states of 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New- 
Hampshire. 

in the Presbytery of Rochester, the 
congregations of East Riga, Ogden, Ro- 
chester, Ridgeway, and Shelby, have re- 
ceived special communications of Divine 
grace; the fruits of which are seen in the 
conversion of upwards of 160 souls. In 

the Presbytery of Ontarro, a work of re- 
vival is progressing in the congregations 
of Lima and West Bloomfield, “which 
promises favourable results, Inthe Pres- 
bytery of Cayuga, the towns of Brutus 
and Auburn have shared extensively the 
effusions of the Spirit. Nearly 200 have 
been hopefuliy converted, and many 
more in both those towns are under se- 
rious impressions. ‘The work has ex- 
tended into adjacent towns; and Skene- 
ateles and Elbridge begin to share the ef- 
fusions of the Spirit. 

In the Presbytery of Onondaga, the 
congregations of Homer, Truxton, Smith- 
field, Virgil, Preble, De Rutyer, the sec- 
ond congregation in Lenox, Cazenovin, 
the sccond congregation in Onondaga, 
and the third in Manlius, have been vis- 
ited by refreshing showers of Divine 
grace; and more than 360 have been 
added to the communion of the church. 

In the Presbytery of Oneida, 283 have 
made a profession of religion, as the re- 
sult of a season of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, inthe congregations 
of Mount Vernon, Union, Westmoreland, 
Vernon, Utica, Holland, Patent, Tren- 
ton, Litchfield, and New Hartford. 

in the Presbytery of Otsego, the con- 
gregation of Cherry Valley has had an 
extensive revival, during which 129 have 
been added to the church; about 50 
hopeful converts have not yet united 
themselves with the church, and 50 more 
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are still under deep convictions. In 
Cooperstown 25 have obtained hopes of 
an interest in Christ, and many others 
are under deep religious impressions ; 
and in Springfield a work of grace has 
begun, which is still progressing. 

The Presbytery of Troy, reports an 
instance of special refreshing in the con- 
gregational church in Bennington, Ver- 
mont, which, though not in their connex- 
ion, is under the pastoral care of one of 
their members. In that place from 2 
to 30 persons have, in the course of a 
few menths, given hopeful evidence of a 
saving change. A very respectable ac- 
cession has also been made to the church 
in Lansingburgh, and 88 persons have 
been added to the visible church in Nas- 
sau, as the fruit of a work of grace. 

The Presbytery of ddbany have pre- 
sented a most interesting and animating 
report to the Assembly. This report is 
printed : aud the Assembly regret that 
its length is too great to admit its incor- 
poration with this narrative. ‘They, 
however, recommend its perusal to all 
the churches which can obtain a copy; 
confident that it will gladden every chris-- 
tian heart. ‘The additions to the churth- 
es, during the year 1820, as reported to 
that Presbytery, amount to nearly one 
thousand and four hundred! Surely the 
Lord hath done great things for them, 
whereof we are glad. 

In the Presbytery of Columbia, an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit has been 
experienced in New Lebanon and Chat- 
ham; and in Catskill, Cairo, and the 
city of Hudson, a wood work has begun, 
which is still progressing : and we hope 
we Shall not be considered officious, when 
we gratefully mention, that the Dutch 
Reformed congregations of Coxsackie, 
Kinderhook, and Claverack, which are 
in the vicinity of that Presbytery, have 
been also blessed with an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The Presbytery of Hudson, state that 
most of their congregations have been 
copiously watered with showers of Di- 
vine yrace during the past year: and 
that the iruit has been the addition of 23 
members to the Deerpark, 41 to that of 
Scotchtown, 1LO to the church of Hope- 
well, 76 at Goshen, 199 at Bloomiug- 





26 Revivals of Religion.— Osage Nation. 


grove, 57 at Ridgeburys 140 at Chester, 
40 at Bethlehem, 196 at Westown, 69 at 
Hamstead, 69 Me Greenbush, oui 17 at 
Forrestburgh, a congregation recently 
formed: making a total of one thousand 
and thirty-seven. 

In the presbytery of New-York, the 
brick church has had a revival, which 
has resulted in the hopeful conversion of 
about eighty souls. 

( Lo be continued.) 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


On the last Sabbath 26 were added 
to the Church under the pastoral care of 
Rev Mr. Merwin, making in all about 
300 added to the congregational church. 
es in this city, as fruits of the revival. 
We trust a goodly number more will still 
come uver trom the ranks of the enemy, 
and publicly avew their friendship for 
Him who has said, that “ Whosvever 
shall confess me before men, him will I 
confess also before my Father which is 
in heaven.” 

Since the revival commenced in this 
city, it has extended to most of our neigh- 
bouring towns. Out of 31 congregations 
in the County of New-Haven, at least 
25 of them have been visited, during the 
past winter and spring, with the special 
presence of the Lord: and it is estima- 
ied that within these limits, between 
1500 and 2000 souls have been called, 
by his grace, out of nature’s darkness in- 
to his marvellous light. In most of these 
places the work is still continued, and 
in some we hope it has but just commen- 
ced. And we are happy to add, that in 
this city, aller a seeming suspension for 
a little while, the work is again assuming 
a promisiag appearance. 

On the last Sabbath 117 were added 
to the Church of Christ in Farmington. 
Those who have never witnessed a scene 
like this, can hardly form an edequate 
idea of its solemnity. To see sucha 


company of believers selected from the 
various classes of society, and many of 
them from the most respectable, pub- 
licly deveting themselves to God, is a 
spectacie at which angels rejoice. In 
this band might be seen grand-parents, 
parents and children. 


Children without 
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their parents, and parents without their 
childien. Husbands and wives—the 
wife without the husband, and the hus- 
band without the wife. In one instance 
five brothers and sisters—brothers with- 
out their sisters, and sisters without their 
brothers :—one taken and another left. 
Jn contemplating such a scene, the mind 
is irresistibly carried forward to the day 
of final retribution, when a separation 
must take place for eternity, if not by the 
same line of distinction, the time will 
soon come when these opportunities will 
be past—when the offers of mercy will 
be sealed up, and “ He that is unjust, 
let him be unjust still: and he which is 
filthy , let him be filthy still: and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous still : 

and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” 

We learn that a revival has recently 
commenced in the District of Columbia. 
In Georgetown there is an uncommon 
excitement. A gentleman, lately from 
that place, observed, that business was 
suspended, and the wharves almost de- 
serted to attend religious meetings. In 
the city of Washington the prospect was 
encouraging. Is not this an object wor- 
thy of prayer, that God would pour out 
his Spirit on the capitol of cur country, 
where the rulers of our nation reside. 

A revival has also commenced, we 
understand, in Middlebury, Vt. and in 
the college: This is another object of 
prayer ; “and we hope Christians will 
not forget to pray for Yale College. 
The students have just returned from a 
vacation of four weeks, and there appears 
to be much animation and faith among 
them. 


OSAGE NATION. 


The Missionary Register contains the fol. 
lowing extracts of private letters from mem- 
bers of the Osage Union Mission, 


From Mr. Redfield. 


Union, Dec. 4, 1820. 

When I wrote last, I was among the 
Cherokees, 200 miles from this place. 
This distance we travelled on foot, and 
found it a long and tedious journey 
through the wilderness. When night 
overtook us, we halted, kindled a large 
fire, and, wrapping ourselves in aw 
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blankets, slept by the side of it. We 
brought with us on our pack horses, hard 
bread, which lasted us most of the way. 
When our store was exhausted, we lived 
on venison, which our hunter procured 
jn great abundance. During this jour- 
ney, the Lord was better to us than our 
fears ; for notwithstanding we were great- 
ly exposed by sleeping upon the ground 
in the open air, yet the health of the 
whole party was preserved. 

There is a garrison within a hundred 
miles of this place, where there is a set- 
tlement of white people. At that setile- 
ment we purchased our stock. 

We havesfound but few of the Osages 
athome. ‘The principal men have gone 
ona hunt, but are expected in soon. I 
have been much delighted with the In- 
dians we found here. ‘They received us 
apparently with the greatest joy. They 
are a noble looking people. The men 
are six feet in height, and agreeably to 
the old saying, as straight as an Indian. 
Their countenances are free and open, 
and bespeak strong minds. 

The place selected for our establish- 
ment is very beautiful. It is a praire of 
three or four hundred acres, on which 
there is an excellent spring. The soil is 
rich and easily cultivated. A crop of 
corn, about a hundred bushels, was rais- 
ed here by a trader last season, which 
we have been enabled to purchase. 

The Osages possess a beautiful tract 
of couniry, very fertile and healthy ; but 
they know nothing about cultivation. 
The country abounds with buffalo, bear 
aud deer. The buffalo is superior to any 
beef I have ever tasted. In raising stock, 
we shall have no need of hay. Cattle 
and horses wil! feed on cane, which con- 
tinues green through the year, and which 
grows in abundance on the low grounds. 
Within ove mile of our station, there are 


salt springs, where Mr. Filbrook, lately” 


a merchant in New-York, is preparing tu 
manufacture salt. . 

Christmas Day.—As I have had no 
opportunity to send this letter, | can now 
add, that the Osage chief came to visit 
usa few daysago, We had a very inte- 
resting interview. I could scarcely re- 
frain from shedding tears, during his first 
address. “ To me,” said he, “ this ‘sa 
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glorious morning. Iam glad in my heart 
that I ever lived to see thisday Now 
my children will be taught to read and 
to live like white people. We want to 
learn your religion——it is better than 
ours.” His speech was made up of good 
sense, and delivered with great emphasis, 
and in the most feeling manner. Brother 
Chapman has begun to iearn the lane 
guave of the Osages, thai he may preach 
to them in their own tongue. 
Feb.3.1821. We have five log cabins 
nearly finished, and have yet to build a 
kitchen and store-house. ‘Lhe month of 
January was cold. \\e bad snow about 
a foot deep. The snow, however, has 
already left us, and the weather is mode- 
rate. ‘The water in Grand River is now 
ten feet higher than when we arrived. 


_- 


From Mr. WW. C. Requa. 


Union, Arkansas Territory, ? 
Feb.4, 1821. , 

Since our arrival here we have been 
busily employed in Erecting buildings. 
We have nearly completed five log 
dwellings, which we design for our abode ° 
until we can get better. Our station is 
about twenty-tive miles above the mouth 
of Grand River, on the left bank as we 
ascend the stream. Our establishment 
is about a mile and a half from the river, 
and about the same distance from an ex- 
cellent salt spring, and is situated on a 
prairie of excellent arable land. 

The writer here gives an account of the first 
interview with the Osage Chief, nearly as sta- 
ted by Me Redfield, and then adds— 

Joy sat on his countenance, as he pro- 
nounced these words and his looks ex- 
pressed more than he could utter. 

in this region there is comparatively 
little timber. ‘There are prairies of 
some hundred miles m extent, on which 
there is scarcely a tree to be seen, ex- 
cepting on the banks of the rivers of 
smaller streams which flow through the 
country. Ihe land is not level; but hills 
and dales are to-be seen in every di- 
rection. So faras it relates to the fer- 
tility of the soil, it is figuratively 


speaking, a land flowing with m/k and 
and as to the latter, it is almost 
literally true, 


hone ye 
Captain Proyer, our only 
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neighbour, cut down between forty and 
fifty bee trees, near his house, during the 
last season ; and we have cut down sev- 
eral since we have been here. 

I can now inform you, that the health 
of the Mission Family is much better 
than it hasbeen. They are all enjoying 
a good degree of health, excepting ene of 
the sisters, and she is convalescent. O 
what reason have I to be thankful to 
God for his goodness to me! [have had 
less of sickness than any other member 
ofthe Family, and at present enjoy as 
good health as I ever did. We have been 
more than four months from the Mission 
Family, and a much lenger time from 
our relatives and friends in the land of 
our nativity. We have here no society 
to enjoy, but that of our owa little circle. 
We are in a land of darkness, where the 
light of the Gospel has never shone ; 
where Jesus was never known; where 
the Sabbath was never regarded ; where 
no temple was ever erected for the wor- 
ship of God; but where ignorance, su- 
perstition and idolatryreign. The ma- 
ny and inestinrable privileges you enjoy, 
my friend, call loudly for your gratitude 
to God. Consider the state of these 
poor unenlightened savages of the for- 
est, who rove abeut in quest of food; 
who sometimes range the wood from 
the rising to the setting sun, and find 
Hothing to satisfy their hunger. Some of 
them, since we have been here have 
been gone two or three days in pursuit 
ef game, and, returning without any, 
kave called upon us, and exclaimed, ir 
their own tongee, ‘Good white men, 
we are hungry, we want toeat.” Al- 
though, my dear friend, you are at a 
great distance from them, yet you can 
pray forthem; youcan pray for us who 
are among them; you can pray that God 
would granttoe them the blessings of civ- 
ilization and Christianity, and make us 
the instruments in his hand, of accom- 
plishing the purposes of his grace to- 
wards them; for the heathen shall be 
given to Christ for an inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession. O! when shall the happy 
period come, when the wilderness shall 
blossom as the rose; when the solitary 


places shall be glad and rejoice ; and the 
desert be made vocal with the praises of 
God ! 


=——_—. ¢ 


CALCUTTA. 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Liberality of a Poor Native Christian. 


The following instance of Christian Liberals 
ity is recorded in the last Report of the Socie- 


ty :— 

A Portuguese Woman, a member of 
the Church, having been employed asa 
Servant in a respectable family, had 
saved a small sum, which she was desir. 
ous of devoting, in some way, to the 
cause of God. Nothing bétter having 
occurred to her, she offered to rent a 
piece of ground, and build on it a Ben- 
galee place of worship at her own ex- 
pense. After having ascertained, to 
their entire satisfaction, that her design 
in this proposal. was to promote the 
work of God, the Missionaries acceded 
to her request. ‘The house was built; 
and the following letter which she sent 
to Mr. Eustace Carey on the occasion, 
will interest every pious reader by the 
strain of evangelical simplicity in which 
it was written. 

“¢ May the glorious God be victorious ! 

“* My dear Brother— 

“JT am by no means worthy to write 
te you, or even to call you brother ; be- 
cause am a very insignificant person. 
It is through the love of the Lord that 
1 have been able to call you brother. 
I have one request to make; and it is, 
that you will not think any thing of the 
House ; for it was not from me, but 
from the hand of God. Ifthe Loida- 
lone had net given me the mind, I should 
have been able to do nothing at all. O 
Lord! thy mercy is great! Thy death 
is allin all! I could stand in the streets 
to proclaim thy praise, but then men 
would say I was mad. O Lord! what 
shall I do to proclaim thy praise? 

“A few days ago, as I was sitting and 
meditating, my mind was exceedingly 
happy; and I said, ‘ O my mind, come, 
Jet us build a house in which we may 
proclaim the praise of the Lord!’ After 
this, however, | did not know whether I 
should do it or not; because I thought, 
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‘O mind, if this is only done with the 
hody, then I shall be certainly like the 
jdolaters who think there is merit in 
such things.? Then my mind was afraid. 
But I said, ‘O my mind, whence has 
this desire arisen ? how do I know but 
it came from the hand of the Lord r’? O 
gracious Lord, if it came from Thee, 
give me an humble mind, that, in this, 
‘hy name may be glorified. O Lord, 
we are the cultivators ; what can we do: > 
Thou art the giver of the fruit! Thou 
canst do all things! Nothing is impossi- 
ble with thee! Let me not trust in my 
wisdom; but, in every thing, acknow- 
ledge Thee ! 

“* May the grace, love, and peace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, be with all the 
Brethren aud Sisters. Amen! 

(Signed 
* An tusignificant Handmaid of the 
Lord.” 





MONGHYR. 


Letter from two Native Assistants of the 
Mission. 


Mr. Chamberlain, the Missionary of 
this station, desired two~ Native Breth- 
ren, Brindabun and Hingham Misser, 
who assist him in the Mission, to write a 
Letter tothe Members of the Society in 
England. They wrote as follows : 

To the Believers in Jesus Christ, Brethren 
and Sisters, as many as may be resident in the 
city of London, and im the cities, towns and 
villages throughout the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland; to all, Brindabuon 
and Hingham Misser, Christians, send their 
love and salutations, greeting : 

Beloved—Through the favour of the 
Lord, we have great joy ; and our de- 
sire is, that you also may have abound- 
ing gladness in your souls. Blessed 
be the Lord, and blessed be his servant, 
by whose means the gospel has been 
brought to this place, and to our ears ; 
and by which we have been brought in- 
to the Lord’s Church! We were over- 
whelmed in sin and darkness; but now, 
by the favour of God, and the labours of 
our brother, his servant, we are come in- 
to the light of holiness. You will con- 


tinue to pray for us, that we may never 
again return into that sin in which we 
lay involved; but that our hearts may 
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remain in faith and love, abounding in 
joy. May love abound in the hearts of 
all who are brethren and sisters in Christ 
Jesus ! 

We cannot pretend to be able to pray; 
if the Lord grant his favour, our hearts 
vent forth petitions. For this we pray, 
that, as the Lord hath bad mercy on us, 
so he may have pity on all his creation ; 
that all may take refuge in Jesus Christ, 
and become his true followers. We know 
but little. The Lord has done great 
things for us by his people—we cannot 
declare them. We are very mean and 
worthless ; but our desires are for good. 
We wish for the water of life; but can- 
not obtain buttermilk, by our own ef- 
forts. 

In ignorance, we have written these 
few words ; as a child just beginning to 
speak, to whose lisping, stammering ac- 
cents, the parents listen and are pleased. 
Thrice blessed be the Lord, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, who has saved us 
sinful, guilty, wretched creatures ! 

Who is there in the world, who eve: 
will be; who to savea sinner will give * 
his own life? But Jesus, the Son of God, 
for us sinners, gave that a gilt, which is 
the object of all desire. For us, the 
most Beloved has been given. The most 
Beloved is a son, and beyond a son, yea, 
an only son—He is life. It remains thas 
WE continually and increasingly believe 
in the death of Christ, by which we ob- 
tain salvation, and without which there 
cannot be any, by any means, saved. 

Our deficient supplication you will in 
condescension regard, as though it were 
more full and pertinent, and ever shew 
your affectionate regard towards us.-—- 
‘Thus far. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
“RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES SHALL LIVE. 


The truth of this sentiment we do not 
doubt for one moment. We conside: 
Him who can work, and none can let or 
hinder, determined they shall live. But 
still there is no reason to believe that He 
will support them by miracles. Means 
are tobe used; and these, under Him, 
in the hands of men. The means now 
in use are mighty, through God, te 
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ull down the strong holds of sin, and 
establish truth and righteousness. We 
greatly rejoice in their existence, and in 
the facility with which others are de- 
vised and brought into action. But while 
we rejoice in those now in operation, 
and in the expectation that others will 
come in to their aid, it becomes ail who 
love this dear cause, to use those means 
which will continue the existence and 
exercise of those already devised. It is 
a lamentable fact, that some such socie- 
ties which have been formed and gone 
into operation, after a while have begun 
to decay, and finally became extinct. 
What, fellow supporters, has been the 
occasion of this ? ‘he occasion, as far 
as has been visible, evidently has been 
inattention to appointing and rendering 
interesting the stated meetings. Some 
say it is of no avail to appoint the meet- 
ings, for few if any will attend. What 
is the reason? Men delight to hear 
about, engage in, and promote interesting 
objects. Aud cannot every stated meet- 
of these societies be made interest- 
ing ? They certainly can; and if proper 
attention were giveu, these meetings 
would be some of the most interesting 
which are witnessed. All that is want- 
ing under God in many places, for thir- 
ty, sixty, and in some places even an 
hundred fold, more to be done for this 
best of causes, is light. Enough of this 
is at present emitted from the Sun of 


‘Righteousness. What is wanting is for 


this to be reflected from one lesser body 
to another. Let then the stated meet- 
ings of these societies be publicly and 
punctually attended. Let some person 
who feels for the cause of Christ, and 
has information upon the subject, be 
appointed to prepare and deliver au ad 
dress. If this is done, after proper notice 
has been given, it need not be feared but 
that a respectable number will attend. 
Many will go trom real love to the cause 
hungering for information about what 
has been done, is doing, and is like to be 
done. A new speaker, to a new sudject 
will induce many others to go; and when 
they get there and hear the glorious in- 
telligence which may be imported re- 
specting the doings of religious secieties, 
pan, Ne will be convinced of their im- 


portance, converted from prejudices, and 
become hearty co-workers in the good 
cause, until they should be called to ex. 
change temporal for eternal scenes, ani 
then ieave the solemn request with their 
survivors to go and do likewise. 
OBSERVER. 


PHILADELPHIA SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION, 


The Philadelphia Sunday and adult School 
Union held their meeting May 22, 1821. We 
make a few extracts from the 


REPORT. 


Afier the labours, the successes and disap- 
pointments of another year, your Managers 
would strive to gain some little eminence,from 
whence you may point out to the Society the 
theatre of their operations They cannot in- 
vite your attention to any mighty achieve- 
ments in the field of controversy, or call upon 
you to listen to intelligence so flattering as to 
induce a belief that their work is any thing 
more than begun. 

A narrative of Sunday school operations, is 
not calculated to interest the feelings of the 
superficial observer. Humble and retiring in its 
nature, its worth cannot be estimated but by 
the steady and sober mind, elevated and en- 
lightened by religion, tis the peculiar pro- 
vince of Sunday schools to pre-occupy tie 
citadel of the heart in the young, and im- 
plant therein the seed of divine truth, to 
the exclusion of error and infidelity, Though 
knowledge is slow, and almost impercepti- 
ble in its progress, yet its salutary results 
are not the less certain. The benign ef- 
fects of early education, pervades its subject 
throughout his career in subsequent life. The 
practical influence of Christian educaiion will 
be felt at the remotest pericd of existence. It 
is the everlasting benefits of these institutions 
which stamp them with an importence that 
eclipses the transient lustre of a// human great- 
ness This is the oaly wew of the subject 
which gives a warrant for the establishment of 
schools upon the holy sabbath, and renders 
exertions in their favour a hallowed work To 
this point the board would direct your 
thoughts while they exbibit some of the more 
prominent features of that testimony which 
the experience of the last year has afforded to 
the importance of anion. 

in tracing the progress of The Sunday and 
Adult School Union, we see the most unequivo- 
cal marks of divine approbation. There bas 
been added to the Union, during the past 
yeur, 56 schools, 1,073 teachers, 4,737 learners, 

In four years your society has extended its 
influence to eleven siaies, and now embosoms 
313 schools 3,724 teachers, 24 218 learners. 

Alte giving g asummary statement of these 


biessed tnustitutions throughout the world the 
Keport coucludes :— 











1821.] 


From a review of the operations of your 
society yet in its infancy, we are led to ex- 
claim, What hath God wrought ? Ail names 
but that of Christian are lost in the general! flow 
of benevolence. All are moved by the same 
spirit towards the same object Wherever your 
reports have been scattered, there have the lit- 
tle wanderers been gathered into the fold of 
Christ, and taught the lesson of heavenly wis- 
dom. ‘There has never been a plan of Chris- 
tian charity devised which has presented such 
cheering results at so trifling anespense Much 
has been done, yet the labour of every day 
widens the prospect, and opens new fields for 
action Hitherto our office has been that of 
pioneers—only here and there a station is oc- 
cupied Light is sprung up-—but it is as the 
light of the morning, which still leaves many 
valleys darkened with the gloom of night 
Thousands in our own country yet remain 
in ignorance, tottering on the verge of des- 
truction. In view of the prosperity which has 
attended Sunday sch ols, it does not become 
usfo ask in the language of distrust, ‘* Can 
these dry bones live °” or * Who is able for 
these things *” A voice from the highest pro- 
claims, * Jam He; Iwill work, and who shall 
let it.” , 

To all of us the command is addressed— 
“Go through, go through the gates; prepare 
ye the way of the people: cast up, cast up 
the highway; gather out the stones; lift upa 
standard for the people.” 





ENCOURAGEMENT TO PRAYER 
“If *wo of you shall agree touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Fatber which is in heaven ” Matt. 
xviii 19 
The following anecdote is communicated 
by a respectable minister 

: ; ; 

[Pwo young men of a family which at- 
tended on my ministry for a number. of 
years, leit their mother’s house, (she 
was a widow,) to reside in another state 
at a considerable distance. They, like 
many others, inattentive to the Bible 
scheme of religion, were allured into the 
universal plan. An elder brother and 
sister liviag with their mother, and hope- 
fully pious, when they heard of: the dan- 
ger their brothers were in, were led to 
seek their deliverance by prayer. ‘They 
agreed to spend separately half an hour 
on Saturday evening at the setting of the 
sua, in prayer to God for the two broth- 
ers. ‘lhe hearer of prayer was not un- 
mindiul of their supplications. ‘The two 
brothers were awakened, and hopefully 
brought iato the gospel plan of salvation. 
May the pious ia every family, and neigh- 
buurhvod, agree, two ani two, on the 
Saviour’s plan, to ask in prayer to God, 
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spiritual blessings for their children and 


neighbours, who are yet dead in their 


sins. 
CHEROKEE NATION. 
DEATH OF MRS. GAMBOLD. 


At the Moravian Missionary Station 
at Springplace, in the Cherokee Nation, 


Mrs. Gambold deceased on the 20th of 


last February. At her funeral the Rev. 
Mr. Smith preached an affectionate and 
appropriate discourse to a solemn audi- 
ence, which truly lamented the loss of 
this mother in Israel. She was a zeal- 
ous and laborious servant ef the Lord 
Jesus. 
years she was a faithful and approved 
school teacher, among the Cherokees at 
this station. She was a shining light 


amidst a moral wilderness, a pattern of 


self-denial and good works. She died 
with a strong hope of a blessed immor- 
tality, and has left an affectionate hus- 
band, who appeared resigned to the will 
of God, calm and sedate under this severe 
affliction. She was useful while in life. 
In answer to her prayers a goodly num- 
ber of Cherokees have imbibed the Spir- 
itof Christ, and embraced him as thei 
Saviour. Just before her death she was 
preparing to go te a new station, to en- 
counter new trials, aud to endure new 
hardships) Her heart was fixedto live a 
life of sell-denial, while she continued on 
earth, and to wear herself out in trying to 
enlighten and christianize the heathen ; 
when her beloved master release! her 
from ber toilsome pilgrimage and receiv- 
ed her home to glory.—{ Missionary. 
OBITUARY. 
MR. HENRY CHAPEL. 
From the Connecticut Gazette. 


Hewry Cuarec departed this life on the 29th 
day of April, aged 25 years. When a young 
man,'with fair character and expectations, sur- 
rounded by numerous friends, is taken away in 
the midst of bis usefulness, our hearts are ten- 
derly affected) for surviving relatives But there 
are instances, and this is of the number, when 
sorrow shall be assuaged by the consoling 
hopes of the Gospel. With a mild and amia- 
ble disposition, Mr. C. iu early life diseover- 
ed the want of something more than a good 
natural temper, and hopefully expericoced a 
change of heart, and made a prolession of 
christianity, He was one of the first founders 


For a considerable number of 
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32 Obituary of Mrs. Ann H. Converse.—Poetry. [Junz 


of the sabbath schools in this town, and zeal- 
ously and uniformly devoted himself to the 
good work in which be had engaged. Ever 
ready te give his time and talents to the im- 
portant object of promoting the knowledge of 
the Gospel among the ignorant yvouth—he was 
assidious in all his endeavours by instruction, 
admonition, and reproof to train the children 
under his charge in the way in whieh they 
should go.—But his life, though useful has been 
eut short. Occasionally afflicted with an he- 
morrhage of the lungs, his health had become 
impaired, and the past winter confined him to 
the house. His friends fondly hoped that the 
warm weather would restore bis health, but 
the spring returned without bringing any 
hopes but hopes beyond the tomb. Sensibie 
of bis gradual decay and daily wastigg in 
strength, he beheld with certainty and with 
calmness his approaching dissolution. Uni- 
formly placid and cheertul, he bore his suffer- 
mgs Without a murmur, but expressed a wil- 
singnesa to depart, for he knew in whom he be- 
lieved. Sustained by that Almighty arm which 
made ‘all his bed in his sickness,” his faith 
and hope and joy, increased in splendor as he 
reached the termination of his course. With 
an eye cf faith be calmly surveyed ‘ the dark 
valley of the shadow of death, but he feared no 
evil” —beyond it there was opened to bis view 
and we trust to his admission, the bright tem- 
ple not made with hands eternal in the 
leavens.” Reader, do you douht the efficacy 
of the christian religion (to support you under 
ihe trials of fife, to comfort you in the hour of 
sickness, and smooth the bed of death? then 
mark the life and watch at the dying bed of 
such a believer as was the deceased, and let 
conviction banish all your doubts. 





MRS. ANN H. CONVERSE. 


May 27, 1821. Died, in this city, much la- 
mented, Mrs. Ann H. Converse, aged 27, 
wife of Sherman Conver:e, Editor of the Con- 
necticut Jourval, and daughter of Samuel Per- 
sins, Esq of Windham 

Mrs. Converse possessed a vigorous under- 
standing, which bad heen well improved by 
education. She was very pleasant in her life, 
and possessed naturally an amiable disposi- 
ion. From her childhood she never inten- 
tionally wounded the teelings of any one; and 
as tar as she knew the wishes of her parents, 
they were cheerfully complied with. She pos- 
sessed the confidence and affection of those 
who were Lest acquainted with her During 


the late revival of religion in this city ; she be- 
came a hopeful subject of renewing grace, 
which “added a lustre to all her character. A 
few months before her death she made a pub- 
lic profession of ber faith in Christ, and ap- 
peared to live in the spirit of that religion she 
professed. 


‘Can piety perpetuate human breath, 
Or shield one morta! from the shafts of death ? 


Amidst all the cheering prospects of life with 
which she was surrounded, it pleased a right- 
eous Gop, whose ways are nol our ways, to 
put her faith to an early trial, by taking ber to 
himself in an unexpected moment. The 
prayers of an affectionate busband, the cries of 
a helpless babe, and the tears of afflicted ps- 
rents and friends could not save her from the 
grave. Legions of angels can't confine her 
there.” 

In death she felt the value of religion. It 
was to her an anchor to the soul, sure and sted- 
fast. She was reconciled to God. The Sav- 
iour was precious. She had confided her all 
to Him, and she had an assurance that He 
would not deceive her. 

Reader, how will you estimate a revival of 
religion in an hour like this?) Had Mrs Con- 
verse; like many of you, been only almost per- 
suaded to become a Christian, she miglit, like 
you, have looked and wondered till the harvest 
was passed and the summer ended, and like 
you might have perished forever. 


POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 
EARLY PIETY. 


From lips of youth attun’d to praise, 
The purest incense flows ; 

As the tair buds of fragrant spring, 
The richest balm disclose. 

But youth is like the dew-drop clear 
That dsnces on the spray ; 

It glows and gli(ters there a while, 
Then drops and dries away. 

Yet would it with a christian zeal 
Its measur’d space employ, 


That transient path would be the road 
To Everlasting joy 
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